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Saving Pure Seed

Choose a cluster of unopened 
flower buds on the healthiest, 
largest, most prolific plant you 
have of a variety you'd like to 

save.

Place a fine mesh bag 
(like a jewelry or favor
 bag) over the buds to
 prevent pollination.

When the flowers 
bloom, hand pollinate
them with paint brushes
to produce pure seeds.

Be sure that flowers remain covered, 
preventing further pollination. Once the 
flowers have faded and the fruits begin 

to form, they no longer require 
protection.

Allow fruits to mature and dry on the plant. 
Seeds should be fully matured before harvest; 
otherwise, seed viability may suffer. At harvest, 
dry or ferment seeds as required based upon 

the fruit type; stratify seeds if necessary.

Saving seeds is a common practice, whether by a novice container gardener in a high rise 
apartment building or by an extreme prepper. Saving pure seed is important because:

It produces plants that are identical to the parent plant
It stabilizes a hybrid
It prevents the gardener from saving potentially useless seed
It helps the individual to save the healthiest genetics in the 
garden
Homesteaders can quickly learn how to save enough seed to keep 
their families fed and happy during hard times, as long as they are 
using techniques to save pure seed and properly store it
It makes a seed stash valuable for trading, whereas seed saved 
from potentially cross-pollinated flowers is not as valuable unless 
there is a shortage of seed

Important Processes to Learn:

Fermenting 
Seeds

Seed
Stratification

Proper Seed
Storage
 Practices

How to Save Pure Seed from Your 
Garden


